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“That the DGO, Sri. K.B Nagarajappa, the then Panchayath D,e?elopment -

Officer, Koda Gram Panchayath, Hirekerur Taluk, Haveri . District, committed
irregularities and misappropriated the amount nearly more than Rs. 5 lakhs sanctioned .

by the Governfn_ent for implementation of 'MG_NRE'GA scheme with respect to
| plantation of saplings ‘and development of floor meant for market and removal of silt _
from Hirekere of Koda by using JCB machines, DGO has created false list of coolies as
well as named certain persons employed under various Govqrnment departments as
beneficiaries against to the MGNREGA scheme, Hence, a complaint was filed by one - -

Sri. Suresh Nagappa Kirawadi R/o Koda in Hirekerur taluk, thereby, the DGO being a - -'

~Government servant failed to maintain absolute integrity besides. devotion to duty and =

acted in a manner unbecoming of a Government servant and acted in a manner’
'u'nbecomin‘g of a Government servant and thus committed misconduct as’ enumerated
U/R 3(1)of Karnataka Civil Service (Conduct) Rules 1966 ~. |
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DGO has taken the contention that saplings iwere planted properly, but due to
heavy rain. Natural calamity and cattle, some of the trees were destroyed and
he has not misutilized any Government funds. In support of his contention, he
is examined himself as DW1 and deposed that the 10 verified the records
- physically and also inspected the work spots namely planting saplings on both
sides of road leading from koda village to Kalkonda village, planting of
saplings from Chikkamatur to Kattemarga, planting saplings from
- Chikkamattur to Koda village Panchayath, in Shankamalli gomala land,
planting and - fencing the saplings, planting and fencing of saplings in
veterinary hospital, and from Koda village to Ablur village, desilting in Koda
village lake survey no. 305, development of shandy field of Koda village,
closing wok of farm pond (Hasiru Honda) channel from Koda village to Ablur
Cross, construction of water channel leading to Koda village, big lake between
‘Koda village and Chikkanahalli to Ujinipura, Construction of channel from
land of syed situated at Ujinipura to Chikkanahalli, construction work of
bridges across the road eté. ‘ ' : B '

Further DW 1 has deposed that during his tenure, he had never issued any job
- cards to any of the villagers under MGNAREG scheme, during the year 2008,
the then Secretary had issued Jjob cards to all the 5 villagers and during the
year 2010 only, PDO post was established and he reported as PDO to Koda
Grama Panchayath and he was also in charge of Tavaragi Gram Panhayath and -
he was also deputed as ARO for Taluk and Zilla Panchayath elections.
Further DW 1 has deposed that fencing of the plants was provided in action
plan but subsequently, no grants. were given, therefore fencing was not .
- included in estimate and measurement also is not recorded in measurement
book. Further DW | has deposed that during the year 2008, all the family
members had no bank accounts, sometimes head of the family members had
no bank accounts, sometimes head of the family members was only having
-bank account, therefore daily "wages of labourers was deposited directly to
such bank accounts and not by cash. ' -

Further DW1 has deposed that the then secretary was responsible-to issue job
cards and to see who are the eligible person in the family for jb cards. Further

- DW1 has deposed that if the family members leave family on their marriage, if
family members are unable to do work due to their old age or sickness and if
the family members secure any Government jobs or other jobs ar dies, the
Secretary was the responsible person to inform him and then as a PDO, ke has
to delete the names of such family members from job cards.
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Further DW1 had deposed that the Secretary is the responsible person to verify
the job cards, he has no independent authority to make payment to job card
holders, on the basis of measurement book, elected body has to pass the
- resolution, then only he has to make payment to the bank accounts and junior

- engineer is he responsible person to make spot inspection and write

. measurement book. Further DW1 has deposed that the Ombudsman passed an

‘order to refund Rs. 1,37,625/- His Executive Officer informed him orally that
~ if he does not follow the orders of Ombudsman, criminal case will be booked,
‘therefore he was asked to refund the amount and he had not challenged the
orders, therefore he refunded rs. 1,37,625/- under protest, after borrowing the
loans from friends and relatives and he has not mlsapproprtated the
Government funds. : ‘

In the cross examination, DW1 has admitted that under NAREGA, work has to
‘be done through job card holders and job card holders have to be alive, they
should not be alive, they should not be in Government services or in any other
private services. DW1 has denied that without getting the word done by job
card holders, the works was got done by JCB and other machineries and
- caused loss of Rs. 1,37,625/- to the Government and admitted that on the basis

~ of the measurement book, he has to make payment to job card holders on the '

~ basis of body decision.

DW1 has admittéd that the work of plantmg and fencmg of saphngs and
desilting was taken up. :

PWwW2 has deposed that, there was provision for regular maintenance of tree

saplings but DGO has not maintained the saplings in accordance with law.

Even the photographs produced by the complainant does not show existence of -

any saplings and fencing to the saplings. Even the photographs collected by

L.O. also do not show the existence of saplings and fencing to saplings. Though

the provision was there for regutar maintenance DGO has not maintained the-

- tree saplings in accordance with law. Without fencing the DGO cannot blame -

- the cattle or rain, and wash his hands. If proper fencing was provided to the
saplings. The cattle would not have eaten or destroy the saplings. Therefore,

the entire investment made towards plantlng and fencing saplings became
wasteful. :

The report of Ombudsman and ev1dence of PW2 show that in desilting work,
"while making payment, DGO had included the names of dead persons,
‘employees of private institutions and misutilized Rs. 1,37,625/- and according
.to the orders of Ombudsman, DGO refunded the amount to the Government.
This fact strengthens the contention of the complainant that in the job cards,
the names of dead persons, school going children, Government employees, bus
drivers, conductors were included and DGO has misappropriated the amount
_ to the extent of Rs. 1,37,625/- The:DGO has already remitted back the amount

to the Government. Regardmg other allegatlons PW2 has deposed that there
are no irregularities. }
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Therefore, I hold that the Dlsc1phnary Auth(?nty has proved that the DGO has
committed irregularities and misappropriated the amount of more than Rs. 5
lakhs granted by -the Government with respect to plantation of saplings,
removal of silt from Hirekere of Koda Vlllage created. false list of coolies as
well as named certain persons employed under various Government
Department as beneﬁc1ar1es against to NAREGA scheme, thereby DGO being
a Government servant, has failed to maintain absolute integrity, devotion to
duty and acted in a manner unbecommg of a Government servant. Hence, I
proceed to answer pomt No.1 in the affirmative.
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