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“The charge leveled against the DGO was that, while he was working
as the Secretary of Bagur Gram Panchayath of Hosadurga Taluk of
‘Chitradurga District, one Shri Keshavappa (complainant) had filed an
application in 2011 for taking action under Section 72 of Karnataka
Panchayath Raj Act. However, the DGO kept his application pending
from 2011 to 2016. Thereby, the DGO has failed to maintain absolute
integrity and devotion to duty and rendered himself as unbecoming of a
Government Servant and committed misconduct within the meaning of
Rule 3(1)(i) to (iii) of KCS (Conduct) Rules, 1966.”
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It is the burden of the Disciplinary Authority to prove the charge on the
principles of preponderance of probabilities.

The Presenting Officer representing the Disciplinary Authority relies on the oral
evidence of PW1 and the documents which marked as Ex.P 1 to P 13.

Ex.P-1 to 3 and P-9 to 11 are the complaints and Form No.l and 2 filed by the
complainant. The Complaint is regarding the construction of stone slab compound

Complainant has been examined as PW-1 He has stated about these facts in his Chief
Examination. Evidence of PW-1 is Un-Challenged. DGO who had appeared on
service of Articles of Charge, pleaded not ‘guilty to the First Oral statement, but
subsequently, he failed to appear. He has not filed his written Statement and has been
pleaded exparte. Ex.P-12 is the comments submitted by the DGO during scrutiny
stage. He has stated that on 29-06-2011 he had issued notice to the said Thippeshappa
but has not received any reply from the said Thippeshappa. This shows that the
complainant had given the representation even prior to 29-06-2011 regarding the
obstruction caused by his nieighbor Thippeshappa and that the said Thippeshappa has
not given any reply inspite of lapse of more than 5 years. Further, the DGO has stated

and obstruction of the way by the neighboring owner namely G.Thippeshappa.

‘—Immmmﬁaﬁmﬂﬁw_mﬂﬂ_be_pkm the general™ body meeting -
of the Panchayath during May 2016, since it is necessary to seek approval of the
general body. as required under section 72 of the Karnataka Panchayath Raj Act 1993.
But, there is nothing to show whether he has placed the matter before the general body
or whether any action has been taken. Ex.P-13 is the rejoinder filed by the
Complainant. In Ex.P13 the Complamant has stated that the DGO has not taken any
action. Ex.P-4 to 8 are the Photographs of the said place.

The evidence of PW-1 and the documents Ex.P- l' to 13 are sufficient to establish
the charge. Hence, Point no.1 is answered in the Affirmative.
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