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In the cross examination of PW 2 it has been elicited that the works carried out
were under the 13" Finance Plan and they are of emergent in nature. Counsel for
DGO has pointed out to the guidelines No.4 to 6 of 13" Finance Commission. Copy
of the guideline is marked as Ex.P.5. The DGO has contended that the E.O has the
power to approve such actions and that those works were executed and there is no
misappropriation. Further it has been elicited in the cross of PW-2 that there has been
_ no misappropriation of funds. But he has deposed that there has been non compliance
of Rules.

It is not in dispute that the cheque was issued in the name of the bill collector.
However, DGO contends that the payments have been made to the coolies by cash
through the bill collector and that it has been admitted by PW-1 and PW-2 in the cross
examination. But this will not cure the defect when the rule prescribes that the
payment should be made to the account of the labourers through cheque or account
transfer. The DGO could not have issued it in the name of the Bill Collector and then

get it distributed through him.

DGO further contends that there were no banks in the Gram Panchayath Limits.
~ But there will be a post office in each Gram Panchayath where labourers could have
opened the account. Further even if there is no bank in the Gram Panchayath Limits,
there would be some bank nearby, though not in the Gram Panchayath Limits. Hence
this defense is also not acceptable.

Stock register is not maintained in the prescribed form as prescribed in form-32.
In this regard, the defence of the DGO is that the has maintained the stock register in
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the prescrlbed Form-32. She has produced EX-D1 which is under Form-32. the Same
was confronted to PW-2 in the cross. PW-2 has deposed that the said register was not
produced during the time of inspection. DGO has contended that she was not
intimated about the 2™ visit of the PW-2 to Gram Panchayath. PW-2 has stated that
during his 2" visit, DGO: Was not the PDO but some other person was there and that
EX-D1 was not produced.

The defence of DGO.';S not acceptable. The document EX-D1 must have been
prepared later and produced. If at all Ex.D-1 was there at that time, then the PDO
would have produced it before PW-2 during the time of inspection. DGO further
contends that the complamt is baseless as the complainant himself has submitted the
letter Exp-6(f) seekzng to withdraw the complaint. This letter Exp-6(f) has no much
value. Complainant cannot withdraw the complaint at his whims and facy. The oral
and documentary evidence are sufficient to appreciate the charge.
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Having regard to the nature of charges proved against DGO Smt. Jyothi Bai, it
is hereby recommended to the Government for imposing penalty of withholding four
annual increments payable to DGO -Smt. Jyothi Bai, Panchayath Development
Officer, Ankushadoddi Grama Panchayath Lingasugur Taluk, Raichur District, with
cumulative effect.
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